
 
 

 

 

  
 

Background 

 The adult Crane Fly has long legs with a body about 25mm long.  

 Commonly active in the late summer to autumn period with each female laying 200-300 eggs. 

 The egg hatch into larvae, called a Leatherjacket, in about 14 days and remain in the soil for  

about 9 months before pupating into next season's Crane Fly.   

 The Leatherjacket exists in the soil from the autumn to the following spring on the turf and roots,  

biting off  stems at or just below ground level resulting in the turf dying back often in clumps. 

 Damage generally becomes noticeable during the spring caused by the feeding that occurred the  

previous autumn and winter. 

 Secondary damage from birds, badgers, foxes, moles and other small mammals searching and  

pecking for larvae can rip up the turf. 

 

Approach 

1. Keep a look out for Crane Fly activity throughout the summer. 

2. Monitor the turf in the autumn for larvae activity and secondary damage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i-Turf Solutions 

Product type Why Everris solution 

Biological nematode product To provide control of larvae when they are small and more 
susceptible 

Nemasys J 

Approved Plant Protection Product To provide control of larvae when they are small and more 
susceptible 

Crossfire 480 

 

For solutions and treatments of Leatherjackets, please visit the dedicated solution pages at www.everris.com 
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